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Now then we are ambaſſadors for Chrift, 
as though God did beſeech you by us 3 
we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye 

reconcil d to Gad. 

For be hath made him to be ſm for us, 
who knew no fm; that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him. 


sb ſtate the terms of a queſtion; 


ſubſiſting between two diſpu- 
tants, that is, for each to give 
his definition of his terms, and 
try them on either ſide by 
ſome agreed ſtandard, is the 
only way to come at the truth and certainty, 
of that queſtion. . 

A preacher in this city, the Rev. Mr. C uiſe, 
has diſcours d on preaching Chriſt, and defin'd 
what he means by it, in two ſuccinct propo- 
ſitions; the occaſion was from a lecture, 
founded in the city, to revive this preach- 

B ing 


| ing of Chriſt, which imply'd an opinion in 
| the founder, that it was ſome-way out of 
| practice, and that a different method of ar- 
| / gument and perſuaſion in the pulpit was in- 


troduc d: I muſt ſo far join iſſue with the 
intention of the founder of this lecture, that 
J have heard frequent complaints from 
members of many congregations about the 
town, that morality has been, and is more 
inſiſted upon, as a means of ſalvation, than 
faith in Chriſt ; that it has been, and is more 
explain'd, and preſs'd, from its own prin- 
ciples, and reaſonings, on the ground-work 
of the law of nature, than from belief in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and upon a ſcripture-bottom : 
and they have given ſeveral ſpeculations on 
the reaſon of it ; whatever be the caſe, this | 
is, and has been the thought of numbers [ 
belides Mr. Guiſe and as I Pann ' 
know neither of theſe gentlemen, I ſhall ; 
only take the ſame liberty in remarking on 
their parts in the queſtion, which they have 
taken on the ſubject itſelf, in which the Rev*. 
Mr. Chandler, without reducing his idea of 
preaching Chriſt to any ſuccinct definition, 
has, in a long letter, expatiated on the ne- 
| gative, that a man may preach Chriſt, | 
|. without doing it by Mr, Gui/e's notion. 
{ > - Whereas, had he at once, in the beginning 
| of his letter, defin'd what ze meant by | 

preaching Chriſt, in one ſentence. or para- 
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graph, or two, like Mr. @#i/e, and then 
had compar'd the two definitions with the 
texts of the New Teſtament laid alſo toge- 
ther, which all, not one or more ſeparately, 
compleat the idea of preaching Chriſt, this 
would have employ'd a letter of 94 pages 
more to the queſtion, and have conduc d 
more naturally to mutual ſatisfaction. 
Tuts is the method I propoſe to end 
the diſpute, to do it by the ſcripture- doctrine 
of preaching Chriſt ; that is, by ſetting 
down all the texts of the New Teſtament, 
that ſhew or imply it, and try which no- 
tion is moſt ſuitable to the ſcope of thoſe 
texts: and here, as an introduction to that 
ſcheme, permit me to give, what I requir'd 
in Mr. C's letter, my idea of preaching 
Chriſt, in a definition (call it a deſcription, 
if you pleaſe) as conciſe, as the neceſſary 
mention of the moſt eſſential particulars that 
now occur to me, will allow. 

To preach Chriſt, is, in his name and 
ſtead, for his ſake, and to his glory (Goo 
the Father being honour'd in, as he has 


honour'd, and given all power and fulneſs 


to the Son) to declare, explain, prove, and 


enforce the word of Chriſt, as ſuch, or that 


of his apoſtles, as his ; as alſo his character, 
and perſon, offices, and actions, as the im- 
mediate object of a chriſtian's duty and 
homage, belief and love to him, by whom 
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only we are led and reconcil'd to the Fa- 
ther. 


AN p therefore, when, for inſtance, any 


recept or moral command of Chriſt is to 
bs diſplay'd,while the preacher ſhews it only 
in its own nature, during that time, he does 
not preach Chriſt ; for the thing in it elf 
conſider d is not Chriſt : he ought to ſhew 
it as his will; and with all its own native 
truth, and weight, and excellency, how in- 
effectual, how imperfe& it is, without him, 
his word, grace, and redemption ; that apart 
from him it is nothing to a Chriſtian, what- 
ever it may ſeem to a natural man; the 
things of Go p being ſpiritually diſcern'd ; 
and that it receives its chicf luſtre and only 
worth to a chriſtian, as ſuch, from him. 
Jo ſpeak upon any point, abſtractedly 
from Chriſt, is not preaching Chriſt ; it is 
often neceſlary to clear and urge things, as 
they are in their own nature; but it is only, 
ſo far, and juſt in that proportion, chriſtian 
and evangclical preaching, in a miniſter of 
the goſpel, as a point is preach'd relative to 
Chriſt ; this is ſelf-evident. 
Mk. C. p. 70. of his letter, declares, 
* he valucs chriſtianity only for its improving 
* the light of nature, the knowledge of 
4 Go v's attributes, and giving the wiſeſt 
and ſureſt method of recovering men 
* from ſin, death, and miſcry ; that is, he 
| va 
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{ values it only for his own ſake, for his own 
= intereſt, on his own account, for its wiſdom 
and certainty to recover him from ſin; 1 
value it for that, not for that only, but 
withal, and princely, becauſe it is for 
Chriſt's honour, as well as my intereſt ; be- 
cCauſe it is the act and deed of the Son of 
God; it is him, his wiſdom, and love, 
his perſon, and glory, in his own goſpel, 
that I chiefly value it for, not only, nor in 
compariſon, for my own ſake at all: as St 
Pau came not in excel of man's ſpeech 
or wiſdom, having reſolu'd to know only 
Jeſus Chrift, and him crucify'd : and count- 
ed all things as dung and loſs, without him. 
As all mathematical quantities low from 
the motion of a point, from this point lows 
+ all chriſtian preaching ; it is fo fie and no 
farther ſo, than it relates to Chriſt ; and 
every ſermon has more or leſs of chriſtian 
| 3 as it has more or leſs of this re- 
ation of the ſubje& to Chriſt, and from him 
to us in the conſideration of it. He that 
- conſiders a point in it ſelf, without that re- 
lation, is not then a chriſtian preacher, for 
that reaſon, but a meer natural man,4vSewnr@. 
* Jvx%, in St. Paul's Phraſe; and I beg 
& leave to give one inſtance of it: ſince Mr. C. 
P. 4, 92, 79, 85, c. demands an inſtance ; 
and I ſhew in this alſo, how Chriſt might 
2 have been preach'd, and was not. Dr. Fleet- 
12900 has preach d on the duty of children to 


parents, 


© Þ I 


parents, without one word or hint of 
Chriſt, or the goſpel, in it, in the firſt 
ſermon: in the ſecond, he has juſt quoted 
two texts of St. Paul, and chriſtian love, 
in a third of one page : in the third, he has 
quoted but two texts, Mat. xv. 4. and 
Epbef. vi. 2. he has not ſpoke a word of 
referring the whole to Chriſt ; of enforcing 
the obedience of children to parents from 
Chriſt's obedience to his Father, or Chriſt's 
love to children, and ordering all to be- 
come as children; or from the children of 
believers being holy, and heirs with Chriſt ; 
or the particular graces, duties, and exam- 
ples of chriſtian children, and many more 
topicks of this kind which I could mention. 
Is this preaching Chriſt, the holy child, 
eſus? the - moſt prevailing motive to a 
child 2 this is the caſe in many other diſ- 
courſes : his, Dr. Tillotſon's, &c. Chriſtian 
motives are often flung out by ſuch-dividers 
of the word; of whoſe word? Chriſt's ? 
ſometimes ſcarce a word relating to him ; 


„ 


whoſe then 2 their own, the word of man; 


whereas St. Paul ſays, Not of man, neither 
by men, but of Feſus Chriſt, and & O D the © 
Father; and 2 Cor. iv. 5. We preach not 
our ſelves, but Chriſt Fefus the Lord; and 
our ſelves your ſervants for Jeſus ſake. © 
GiyE me leave to trace this animal 


preaching (Loy) in two ſeveral ſchemes 2? 
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vffer'd to preachers in this iſland. - One of 
the firſt Engliſh divines, ſince the reforma- 
tion, who propos'd rules of art for the com- 
poſition of ſermons, was the famous Per- 
kins, in his Prophetica ; his definition of 
preaching is, propheſy in the name and 
ſtead of Chriſt, by which men are called 


to, and preſery'd in, a ſtate of grace. 


This is chriſtian preaching, for meer piety, 
to GO p, and virtue to man, without 
Chriſt, are not chriſtianity, nor a ſtate of 
grace. Perkins's method tended to this 
point, his rule is, that both in the matter 
and ſtyle of the ſermon, human wiſdom, as 
ſuch, is not to take place, becauſe the 
preaching of the word is the teſtimony of 
Good, and the profeſſion of the knowledge 
of Chriſt, not that of man ; quoting, 1 Cor. 
ii. 1. I came not with excellence of wiſdom ; 
and ver. 5. leaſt your faith ſhould conſiſt not 
in the wiſdom of men, but in the power of 
GOD: and 1 Pet. iv. 11. If any man 
ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the oracles of 
E OD; not as the oracles of his own rea- 
ſon meerly ; and Perkins therefore adviſes 
to conceal art in ſermons ; that is, when 
reaſon, philoſophy, languages, and human 


learning are us'd, to uſe them not meerly as 


human, but to make them chriſtian, He makes 


the ſum to be this, © Preach Chriſt only, 
through Chriſt, to the praiſe of Chriſt ;”? 


and 


2 


C8] 
and this the moſt perſe& model was chief 
follow'd from his time by the beſt preachers, 
till the reſtoration, ſince which time the 
power of preaching has decay d. 

D «. Wilkins, Biſhop of Cheſter, a great 
maſter of reaſon, and the mathematicks, pro- 
pos'd a ſcheme different on this head, from 
that of Perkrus, and leſs becoming a chriſtian 
divine; be profeſles to inſtruct a divine ora- | 
tor, p. 6. not a chriſtian orator : for divi- F 
nity,- and chriſtian divinity differ; the 

| heathens wrote divinity, their thoughts of 
a God, and piety, or divine virtue, which 
neither were, nor could be by them taken ö 
from, or conſider'd in relation to Chriſt ; 
and they who preach their thoughts of a 
God, and piety, or divine virtue, apart from 

| him, do therefore, fo far, preach like hea- 11 

| thens. In his whole ſcheme, from p. 6, tp 

| 11. he does not ſpeak a word of Chriſt, or 
| . chriſtianity, or ehriſtian graces: p. 1 2. he 
directs for a hint in the preface of a ſer» 
© mon, to gain attention, © that the miniſters 
= c ao but ſtand in Chriſt's ſtead ; that re- 

18 & ceiving or deſpiſing them is doing it to 
| * Chriſt;” he does not even inſiſt upon 

this, and directs no view or reference to 

Chriſt, in-the compoſition, nor conſiders the 

preacher as an evangelical paſtor. _ 

DR. Barrow, an able mathematician, | 
preach d much on a like plan. Dr, Tz//ut ſon , 
| 5 was f 


[9] 


was related to Dr. Wilkins by marriage, 
ubliſh'd his natural religion, and order'd 
Dr. Williams to revifc Wilkins's Eccleſiaſtes, 
which he did, with the help of Dr. Moore, 
and others: a great veneration for }/7/kins, 
Tillotſon, and Barrow, and a perſonal ac- 
quaintance, with a vaſt eſteem for what they. 
thought the moſt rational, (tho' not the moſt 
chriſtian, way) influenc d Fleetzword, More, 
Clarke, and other divines of that claſs, to 


take the like method. 


Mx opinion is, that one cauſe of this was 
a prejudice after the civil wars, againſt the 
ſuppos'd miſ-uſe of Perkins's way, as cating ; 
whereas that did not infer a diſuſe, but a 
better uſe of it, not canting : the preſum'd 
more rational way then began, when the 
nation had an impreſſion againſt all religion, 
after the troubleſome times ; ſo that it took 
its riſe at, and ſuppoſes, infidel and atheiſti- 
cal times, in its practice, and is a way to 
make them more ſo. When the apoſtles 


. preach'd, they were to convert Fews, or 


Heathens, or confirm and edify them in their 
chriſtianity ; they did not uſe compoſitions ' 
by rules of art; their matter was preach- 


ing the doctring, redemption, and perſon of | 


Chriſt, all from, thro', and for him: In the 
primitive times, in ſome exhortation before 
the ſacrament, the ſcriptures were explain'd 


and urg'd on the ſame chriſtian footing ; 
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and let the writings of the primitive fathers 
ſhew how they breath'd Chriſt in every part 
of them: tho' they might not, many of 
them, have that workmanſhip, and poliſh, 
which is fince boaſted, they were more 
chriſtian, than ſuch divines as I have men- 
tion'd, and had a greater efficacy. 

IN ſhort, to preach Chriſt is not to preach 
his word, his goſpel, only, but alſo himſelf, 
the Redcemer, in all his relations and habi- 
tudes to us, and all from, and to that point. 
The love of Chriſt is the love of G o p, and 
to leſſen or divert that devout paſſion for 
him, as the principle of preaching, is as un- 
chriſtian, as to endeavour to perſuade men 
that devotion to and for G © o, and ardor 
for his glory, are ineffectual and needlefs 
things; and both tend to infidelity and 


| atheiſm. 


Mx. C. in the title-page, takes a ſentence 
from Eraſmus, that reproaches fome di- 
vines with want of humanity, and common 
ſenſe, virulence, ambition, and unfitneſs for 


the world, and thereby drawing an ill opi- 
nion on the ſtudy of divinity, Now this is 


frequently true ; and in his own letter there 


are expreſſions favouring of that ſpirit he 


condemns. | 
P. 2, he ſays, the ſextuple alliance, as he 
calls the ſix lecturers, did not preach with 
a chriſtian ſpirit, but injurious, _— 
ar 
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hard and raſh, a railing accuſation; p. 3. 
he calls the diſtinction of Chriſt's divine and 
office-titles, a conceit, as if it was a parti- 


- cular fancy of Mr. Guiſe, whereas there are 


few ſyſtems of divinity, that do not py 
that diſtinction, and many ſermons have been 
publiſh'd, and are, in all denominations of 
chriſtians, preach'd upon them, They are 
founded on the goſpel, and the epiſtles, 
eſpecially that to the Hebrezws, which was 
written to diſplay one office-title of Chriſt, 
his prieſthood : therefore his flin Sins, the 
word, conceit, on this head, at Mr, Guiſe, 
was uſing a term of reproach, againſt the 
motto of his title-page, on the moſt ſolemn 
ſubje& in the world, without foundation, 
and not reſembling Chriſt, as he prays to 
Go dp, that Mr. Guiſe may, p. 3. 

P. 10. Mr. C. accuſes Mr. G. of a N o- 


TOR1IQUS tranſgreſũon of Chriſt's law 


of charity, when his ſaying that of him is 
more ſo; for the word, notorious, means 
not what is known by implication, and in- 
ference, as he infers Mr. G. to be unchari- 
table, but what is direct and expreſs; for 
inſtance, to call an honeſt man a knave, is a 
notorious uncharitableneſs ; but to undertake 
to prove him guilty of injuſticc, tho' it may 
be uncharitable, is not notoriouſly ſo, one 
being directly evident, the other remotcly, 
by deduction, which is not notoriety. 

C 2 | . 12. 
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P. 12 and 13. he charges Mr, G. with 
uſing the word, preaching Chriſt, to keep 
up animoſities and diviſions ; and with ſet- 
ting up for the warm head of a party; and 
ractiſing low methods for it; is not this 
uncharitable ? and he neither has, nor can 
rove this intention on Mr. E. Does he 
Las that party and animoſity are his de- 
ſign 2 Does he know his heart Jud e not, 
ſays Chriſt himſelf, Preaching Chri is no 
party-matter, unleſs he would call Chriſt 
the head of a party. Mr. C begins a party 
by attacking it, and is anſwerable for any 
diviſion occaſion'd by it. 9 
P. 14. he charges Mr. E. with making 
a noiſe about preaching Chriſt ; the ex- 
preſſion is of the ſort, condemn'd by his 
motto from Eraſmus: and he terms Mr. 

C's opinion, that ſome do not preach Chriſt, 
ſcandal, as, declaring an opinion of the 
miniſtry, is ſometimes call'd a /zbe/ ; a ſhort 
anſwer to all queſtions, religious and civil : 
at this rate, controverſial divinity is a chro- 
nicon ſcandaloſum, and no man can differ 
from another, but he ſcandalizes his oppo- 

nent. N | 

P. 28. he ſpeaks of Mr. G's Hyper- ortho- 
dx friends; and p. 39. of his diſmal moan 
and camentation about not preaching Chriſt ; 
two expreſſions that have a tincture of his 
Ereſmian motto, and not the moſt civil er 
So pious. 


ad 


1 pious P. 51. Mr. C does not think it much 


L 13 ] 


r Mr. Hubbard's reputation, that he needed 
Mr. Crzard's contribution; this is uncha- 
ritable, againſt his motto, upbraiding a man 
with need as a ſlur on his character. P. 67. 
he charges Mr. G. with furious and intem- 
perate zeal : and p. 82. as fiſhing for a 
character at the expence of others. Now, 


after all theſe expreſſions, p. 89. Mr. C. 


hopes he ſhall, all his life, encreaſe in cha- 
rity; and, in the main of his letter, propo- 
ſes charity and benevolence as the principal 
teſt of preaching Chriſt. Indeed perſonal 
reflections employ d in religious diſputes, are 
foreign to the ſubject, and, if us d at all, 
ou be added only in reply, without 
calumny or wrath. 

Mr. G. defines at large the preaching 
Chriſt to be © any doctrines conſider d in 
ce their reference to Chriſt, or as ſuited to 
& the goſpel-ſtate: they muſt be preach d, 
* ſays he, that Chriſt muſt be interwoven 
« in them, and appear to be concern'd in 
« them; not with the air of a heathen mo- 
e raliſt, or a Platonicꝶ philoſopher, but 
te with the ſpirit of a miniſter of Chriſt.” 

Mr. C. agrees to this, but cannot con- 


ceive how the goſpel can be preach'd with 


the air of a Platonic philoſopher; and 


thinks he, or ſome others, are meant in it: 
yet ſeveral of the fathers, as Origer, were 


thought 


[ 14 ] 
thought to diſcourſs on the goſpel with the 
air of Platonic philoſophers, H Balthus 


nas written a book to vindicate the antient 
| fathers from the imputation of preaching 


Chrift Platonically: and other divines have 
been thought to write and preach on many 
points of the chriſtian - religion, more like 
philoſophers than chriſtians ; as preſſing the 
moral motives more than thoſe call'd more 
ſtrictly chriſtian; being more copious, and 
particular, and frequent, on topicks ariſing 
Fom the virtues and vices themſelves, than 
as referr'd to Chriſt and his goſpel, and 
his motives. I ſay, ſome divines have 
been thought to be more philoſophical 


than chriſtian preachers, and many divines 


are now ſo thought; ſo that Mr. C's ſur- 


| prize at this is ſurprizing ; and he owns the 
truth of Mr. &'s notion of preaching Chriſt, 


but denies that M is chargeable with it: 
whereas I ſee not yet that he is charg'd par- 
ticularly with not preachin N Chriſt. 


H x looks upon Mr, Euiſe's general, and 


reftrictise notion of preaching Chriſt to be 
the ſame]; that is, the chriſtian religion, con- 
{ider'd in reference to Chriſt; or to found 
a diſcourſe on ſome part of Chriſt's divine 


or mediatorial character, and make it flow 


from it. = 
Ver there are degrees of reference to 
Chriſt in diſcourſes ; and it is fact, that a 
| WR diſcourſe, 
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diſcourſe, or any part of it, may be ene 
ploy'd more or leſs in explaining or urging 
a doctrine, with regard to the character and 
mediation, or the perſonal conſideration of 
Chriſt himſelf, as our Lawgiver, and Sa- 
viour. And if you look into the ſermons 
that have been preach'd ſince the year 80, 


you will find a great number of the titles, the 


texts, the ſubjects, and arguments, to be 
ſuch, as are not profeſſedly or principally 
built on the divine or mediatorial character, 
or the perſonal relation of Chriſt to chriſti- 
ans, and to all men, but on ſeparate points, 
without referring them to His authority, bis 
promiſes, His threatnings, His office, as a 
Redeemer, King, Prieſt, Prophet, and 
Go p of his people, ſo much as to the na- 
ture of the things themſelves, abſtractedly 
conſider d: and yet, making Chriſt the be- 
ginning, ſoundation, root, and veins of the 
diſcourſe is 4 priori, and is more a preach- 
ing of him, than reaſoning on the ſubje& 
firſt, and then referring it to him, and is 
more perfectly ſuitable to a chriſtian preacher, 
— chriſtian congregatien, which is the 
caſe, | 

So that theſe are two different ideas, 
the zwbole compaſs of the chriſtian religion 
conſider d in its reference to Chriſt, that is, 
in general, as its author; and the whole 


merbod of divine wiſdom and grace m_ 
| oo 27. 
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ſalvation of finners by Chriſt, which is more 
particular: the method includes every arti- 
cle and ſtep as from Chriſt ;:the compaſs 
of it is the ſyſtem, the body of the — 
in the groſs: one is a detail, and in each 
point, branch d from the root of Feſſe ; the 
other is the ſcheme, or any part, referr'd, 
at large, to Chriſt, without deriving it from 
that root. There is a difference between 
applying a doctrine to Chriſt's mediation, 
which may be arbitrary, and ſeldom ; 
and repreſenting it as ariſing neceſſarily 
from his relation to us; the latter is a 
nobler way of reaſoning, as much as Dr. (* 
Clarke's proof of the being of G op, from 
the idea of neceſſary. exiſtence, is a more 
elevated, a _ concluſive and demonſtra- 
tive manner of proving a Go b, 4 priori, 
than 4 — from ho works of nature. 
Some perſons may require the topicks of hu- 
man reaſon, abſtracted from the conſidera- 
tion of Chriſt, aspreliminaries to the preach- 
| ing of himſelf, or to the ſhewing thoſe to- 
| picks from him, from his perſonal character, 
| as ſubſequent to that, and deriv'd from that ; 
but to preach them, as from him, is more 
a chriſtian and divine, than to preach Him 
| from them. He is Alpha, and Omega, the 
| beginning and the end ; the bright and 
morning ſtar ; the day-ſpring of preaching 
from on high. All is from him, and LY 
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him, and to him. He was preach'd to A- 
dam, to Abraham, to Moſes, and the Pro- 
phets. He is the light, the way, the truth, 
the life : no man can be moral without him: 
none can come to the Father, but by him: 
In the word was life, and the life was the 
light of man: it is ſhewing all morality in 
the moſt cogent, cloſe, and particular man- 
ner, as from, and by him, that the Rev. 
Mr. @uiſe means to recommend in his ſer- 
mons. 

AN p he does it well at this juncture, 
when human reaſon, the law of nature, and 
good works, apart from faith in Chriſt, are 
ſo much dwelt upon; when, from even the 
laudable intention of accounting for religion 
by reaſon, and reconciling it to natural prin- 
ciples, an extreme has rather been gone in- 


to, of inſiſting upon it more from points of 


human, than evangelical, reaſon. Mr. 
Locke was one of the firſt that appeared to 
lean to that extreme, and to have led to it, 
in his writings: The ſtudy of Grotins and 
Puffendorf; the manner of many Divines ; 
and, in general, the common way of preach- 
ing at this day, it is complain'd, have all 
favourd, and tended to propagate this me- 

thod. . 
T H Ey might have in their eye chiefly the 
conviction and converſion of unbelievers, (that 
D have 
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have abounded in late times) or an application 
to the taſte of Locke's way of writing, To- 
lands, and others, by putting and explain- 
ing previous queſtions of natural reaſon. 
The Rev. Mr. G. means, this has been now 
ſufficiently done, in general, or carry'd too far, 
or that the point they aim'd at, now may be 
carry'd in another manner more effectually, 
and more ſuitable to the perfection of a 
chriſtian preacher, as well as of the 
apoſtles, who came not with enticing words 
of man s wiſdom, but with demonſtration 
of the ſpirit, and of power ; who preach'd 
both to the Jews and the Greeks, Chriſt the 
power of GOD, and the wiſdom of 
COD. 

TE apoſtles preach'd Chriſt and the 
reſurrection firſt and principally ; St. Paul 


at Athens preach'd the unknown Go p, 


which was Chriſt: Chriſt himſelf preach'd 
in his ſermon on the mount, which was 
preaching Chriſt in the higheſt degree, for 
he ſpoke as having authority; and tho' it 
was not neceſſary to mention himſelf, when 
himſelf preach'd, in every word, he bids 
his hearers ſeek IRST the kingdom of 
Good and his righteouſneſs ; . and, in other 
places, inſiſts on hig being preach'd ; and St. 


Pauls epiſtles, and the reſt, are built upon 


him only : The myſtery of godlineſs, the 


ſecret 
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ſecret of chriſtianity, is GOD manifeſt in 
the fleſh; and the more all deductions and 
diſcourſes are from that root, they are the 
more eyangelical. 

T H x Rev“. Mr. C. on this point, has 
found a new miracle, that Chriſt, in his own 
ſermon, did not preach himſelf; and it is 
hop'd he will account for it ; when he ſo of- 
ten ſays, T ſay unto you ; when he gives in 
it a new ſyſtem of morals, which were nei- 
ther in the law of nature, nor Moſes ; e. g. 
the law to forgive, and bleſs enemies; the 
manner of doing alms ; the manner of faſting ; 
the prohibition of not judging others ; the 
Lord's prayer ; the duty to exceed the righ- 
teouſneſs of the ſcribes and phariſees, &c. 
things = chriſtian, and evangelical, in 
this very ſermon on the mount; is this 
Chriſt's not preaching himſelf, when he 
makes himſelf he only, and diſtinct legiſlator 
of this new heavenly ſcheme of religion in 
ſo many direct and expreſs inſtances ? Where 
is Mr. C's hyper-excellent divinity on this 
point ? 

MAaxiNns Chriſt the natural and ne- 
ceſſary root of the ſermon, and grafting him 
upon it, are different; the latter is right, 
and good, and chriſtian, in a degree, but 
not ſo chriſtian, nor the chriſtian method in 
its greateſt perfection, 

3 SPEA K= 


1 
SPEAKING the name of Chriſt fre- 


quently, is to be left to the prudence of the 
reacher; but the more his name reigns in 


the diſcourſe, well conducted, it is more 


miniſter-like; at leaſt, if his name does not 
occur, he may ſtill occur ; for we ſpeak of 
perſons, and their power and actions, with- 
out mentioning their names. 
AN p when all forts of arguments are 
us'd in ſermons or pious tracts, virtues are 
reſs'd, and vices rebuk'd, it is idle to ask, 
how Chriſt muſt be introduc'd ; when he is 
reaſon, and holineſs, and wiſdom, and ſanc- 
tification and redemption, all in all: and 
there is a way from his doctrine, example, 
and rewards or puniſhments, propos'd, to 
give the utmoſt efficacy to all rational argu- 
ments, ALL THE TIME THEY ARE US Ds 
Does the Rev*, Mr. C. forget the writings 
of his forefathers about Chriſt, truſting in 
Chriſt, acting by Chriſt, repoſing on Chriſt, 
Chriſt being all ; the knowledge of Chriſt 
paſſing all knowledge, and the like ? Con- 


| ſult the titles, ſubje&s, and vein of thoſe 


diſcourſes, Why was Chriſt made man, 
but that 1he love of Chriſt ſhould conſtrain 
men, above all reaſons 2 The love of Chriſt, 
righly enforc'd, is the ſtrongeſt motive to 
converſion ; and I am pleas'd to find this moſt 
perfect turn of preaching attempted to be 

I made 


L #43 

made the moſt univerſal ; it can't be uncha- 
ritable to intimate that this has not been ſo 
compleatly practis d, but charitable to make 
it more practis d. For a greater charity 
cannot be ſhewn to chriſtian preachers, than 
to render them the moſt entirely chriſtian 
preachers, \ 2 

Ir is true, that chriſtianity is a ſyſtem of 
the beſt precepts: and the moral doctrines 
are to be enforc'd ; but they are to be en- 
forc'd as goſpel-holineſs; as things of no 
force to our acceptance with Go Þ, or 
chriſtian perfection, but on their proceeding 
from the grace of Chriſt, from union with 
his ſpirit, from faith in his blood, confi- 
dence in his word, truſt in his promiſes, 
hope in his interceſhon, and view of his 
glorious appearing. 

THis is a different ſcheme from 
ſermons, in which thoſe regards of 
the moral doctrines to our Lord are not 
ſo conſtantly interweav'd, as they ought 
to be: but they are more urg'd from 
their own nature, and expediency, from 
the examples of others, from the diſadvan- 
tage of the contrary, the meer reaſonable- 
neſs and unreaſonableneſs of the precepts in 
themſelves, and the like. 

' THESE things, as Chriſt ſays, ought to 
be done, and the other not left undone : 
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the caſe is ſomething parallel to the Phari- 
ſees preferring tythe of mint, aniſe, and 
cummin, to the weightier matters of the 
law, juſtice, judgment, and truth: under the 
goſpel, juſtice, judgment, and truth, without 
Chriſt, and apart from his mediation ; or 
being derio'd from a reſpett to him, as our 
ranſom, advocate, and Go d, appearing in 
the courſe of a ſermon, are the ſame as mint, 
aniſe, and cummin, were under the law, di- 
vided from juſtice, judgment, and truth, 
VERY rational, hiſtorical, or moral 
argument, is to bear a tincture of him; it 
is to be urg'd and diſplay'd with its own, 
and his weight intermix'd ; the pain of an 
ill conſcience is to be deſcrib'd, as founded 
chiefly on ingratitude to Chriſt, breach of 
covenant with him, fear of his anger, com- 
punction of his ſufferings, baſeneſs to his 
generous affection, tarniſhing his image in 
us, degrading our relation to him, our 
Emmanuel, God-man, and the like, not 
meerly from its own horror and agony, 
marring the flavour - of life, diſturbing re- 
poſe, hindring reputation, and affairs, and 
other points of natural reaſon ; that in eve- 
ry line of our diſcourſes, (as near as poſ- 
ſible) and every expreſſion, we may be able, 
with alacrity, to addreſs our Lord, in the 
words of Peter, Lord, thou knoweſt all 
things, thou knoweſt that I love thee : this 
Per- 


[ 23 ] | 
perſonal love of Chriſt will make all we 
fay abound with the ſpirit of it. 

Cuxris T's preaching. upon earth, was 


4 not deſign'd to be the whole model of all 


future preaching; tho' his urging morality 
without ſpeaking the word Chriſt, was 
ſometimes the caſe; he was Chriſt, and 
preachd n1MSEL=F; the concluſion of the 
Rev“. Mr. C. is childiſh, that others may 
preach without ſpeaking of him, No man 
can be a chriſtian preacher, that does not, 
in every part of his diſcourſe, ſome caay 
mention and inculcate Chriſt Jeſus. 

Oux Lord ſpoke occaſionally, ſometimes 
in proverbs and parables, which he ex- 
plain'd to his diſciples, and not to the peo- 
ple : it might not have been proper for him 
always to have mention'd himſelf, as the 
Chriſt : I have many things to ſay to you, 
was his word, but ye cannot bear them 
now. Yet all was to be ſaid and done in 
the name of Chriſt ; any aſſembled in his 
name were to be heard; miracles were to 
be wrought in his name; they began to 
preach his name, to preach him, in the ci- 
ties: have not we propheſy d in thy name ? 
was the 1 predicted by himſelf, of 
ſome reprobate, at the laſt judgment? And 
St. Jobn's goſpel is full of paſſages, obliging 
to own him, and think and ſpeak of him, 
as the eſſence, and ſoul, and life of reli» 


* Son; 
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gion ; to be therefore, like the ſoul, in every 
part of it: and Nr to ſend them 
the ſpirit, to conduct them into all truth; 
which imply'd, the whole pattern of 
preaching was poſtpon'd till the ſpirit was 
to come, on reaſons of divine wiſdom, and 
ſuited to the times and junctures of his mani- 
feſtation in the fleſh before. | 
TIERE Rev. Mr. C. informs us, there is 
nothing in the ſermon on the mount, that 
ſhews Chriſt's equality with the Father: 
yet Chriſt ſhews that as a law-giver, in his 
own name, throughout that whole ſermon ; 
but I ſay unto you, ſays Chriſt, after he 
had ſpoke of the laws of God; he put his 
own laws, to declare his equality with 
God; and he ſpeaks there of the kingdom 
FGO D, which is his own kingdom ; and 
not every one that ſaith to me, Lord, Lord ; 
THAT proclaims his equality with the 
Father, | 

H E declares likewiſe His engagements in 
« eternal tranſactious with the Father, 
in the words of that ſermoa that point at 
the day of judgment, Many will ſay to me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, then ill 1 profeſs unto 
them, Inever knew you, depart from me, ye 
workers of iniquity. Chriſt is preach'd entirely 
in the ſermon on the mount, by himſelf per- 
ſonally ; and theſe particulars are inſtances 


of his preaching himſelf ; tho reaſons have 
been 
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been give, why that did not take place ex- 

reſsly in many of his diſcourſes and the 
| frit on the apoft es, and others, after his 
Kelurreclion, is, with the goſpels, the com- 
pleat model of a chriſtian preacher ; the acts 

**| canonical epiſtles preach Chriſt only. 
The inſtances quoted by the Rev*. Mr. C. of 
the grace of & O D, in Titus, teaching us to- 
757 all impodlineſs ; and they which hace | 


- 


> Ztelevd GOD, mean CHRIS T. 
5 THE Rev. Mr. G. ſpends ſeveral pages 
do find that beth are agreed; only whercas 
the Rev“. Mr, G. would have him preach 
| 500d works from faith in Chriſt, 77h all 
dme rational and chriſtian motives join'd, 
* and interweav'd, and to preſs the works 
chiefly from chriſtian motives ; that is, ſuch 
as are relative to Chriſt, not meerly in them- 
felves, or their own nature; he will not be 
dictated to, but will chuſe his own propor- 
tion and meaſure of blending the perſonal 
character of Chriſt with the matter of his 
diſcourſe ; whereas the Rev. Mr. &. only 
intends, there ſhould be no part without it, 
that the principle and fountain-head ought 
to be Chriſt, that all ought to be re. 
ferr'd to him, in the ſeries of the preach- 
ing, and that the majority of the propoſi- 
l tions ſhould be drawn from Chriſt's autho- 
rity, offices, and actions. 
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TE Rey*. Mr. C. tells us that preaching 
Chriſt and the goſpel are the fame ; it is 
true, as the goſpel of Chriſt, not reſting in 
any argument or explanation, that is not re- 
ferr'd to him; he does not know, p. 47. 
what the Rey*. Mr. &'s ſcheme is, ſo that he 
writes on ſuppoſitions, and on what he pro- 
feſles not to underſtand. 
I do not obſerve, that the Revi. Mr. Guiſe 


intends the Rev. Mr. Chandler, or his bre- 


thren particularly, as he complains, to be 
defective in his ſenſe of preaching Chriſt ; and 
the Rey*. Mr. C. cannot ſure be ſingled out 


in this, becauſe he has been ſo often preach- 


ing on the miracles of Chriſt ; he avers, p. 65. 
* that the chriſtian religion never ſtood on 


* ſuch known foundations of evidence and 


«© truth, as at this day: whereas it was at 
leaſt equally known to be true by the apoſtles, 
and their followers : and yet, p. 69. he af- 
firms © That the open oppoſition that is made 


to it makes it neceſſary to examine it now 
c to the bottom; ſo that it is not ſo well 


known, p. 69. as p. 65. for if it be now 
better known than ever, why is there now 
ſo open an oppoſition to it, on pretended 
principles of knowledge by moral men ? 

H x hopes that Chriſt will be preach d, 
when the name and lecture of Mr. Coward 
ſhall be no more; whereas the name of the 
righteous ſhall always be remember'd in the 
ſight 
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fight of G o p, and ſo long as Chriſt is any 
where preach d, his lecture can never ceaſe: 
all who preach Chriſt in his intention, preach 
his lecture. 

TERRE Rev*. Mr. C. founds his letter on 


a charge in the Rev*. Mr. Guiſc's ſermons, 


cc that the greateſt part of preachers do not 
* preach Chriſt in the manner he defines ; " 
taking this charge to himſelf, and to his bre- 
thren ; whereas he knows, that he and his 
brethren are not the greateſt number of 
preachers ; and he is not mention'd in the 
ſermons, 2 

HE makes preaching the goſpel, and 
Chriſt, to be the ſame: this is in a great 
meaſure true; but the Rev. Mr. Chandler 
and his book are diſtin& things; and Chriſt's 

rſon and his goſpel are diſtinct. Men may 
illuſtrate yomee contain'd in the goſpel, with- 
out any direction to Chriſt; and this is the 
Rev“. Mr. Guiſe s meaning. The perſon of 
Chriſt in heaven is the object of our faith 
and love; the goſpel is the rule of them; 
and all is to ariſe from that faith and love 
of Chriſt, by that ſtandard, | 

M x. C. ſeems to intimate, “ that the end 
* of the goſpel being a good life, he that 
* preaches that, preaches Chriſt; no life 
is good, without Chriſt, in a goſpel ſenſe : 
otherwiſe an infidel might preach Chriſt, by 


preaching a good liſe in general, and preach- 


2 ing 
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ing a good life from the 4lcoran would be 
preaching Chriſt, On this foot, all good 
men are chriſtians, and no moral infidel can 


be converted to ehriſtianity. 


 CHaxr1sTs's poſitive doftrines and atone- 
ment are part of the end of the goſpel, with 


a good life; and that is not fo, in a goſpel 


ſenſe, if not built on HM PERSONALLY ; 


a good life, the religion of nature, is com- 


mon to all mankind.; chriſtians are a peculiar 
people, a royal priefliboed, a holy nation; 


they are call d farms, which means, Abe. 


rate; common, and holy, or ſanctify'd, are 
oppoſites: Natural religion cannot anch. 
A good life in an infidel is not goſpel-righte- 


oufneſs, for that, ®mauorm, is a judicial 
word, implying a juſtification, a being made 


rectus in curid, to Go o the Judge, by 
Chriſt, the Redeemer, Chriſt came, bę- 
cauſe the beſt life was not ſufficient for ac- 
ceptance with Go p, therefore preaching 3 

ood life, without making Chriſt the foyn- 
dation of it, is not preaching Chriſt, Acts 
xxvi. 18. When St. Paul was ſent to the 
Gentiles, (who might fome of them be mo- 
ral men) it was to open their eyes, to turn 
them from darkneſs; that is, from their 
religion of nature, zo light, and from the 


 p:wwer of ſatan to & O D, that they might 


receive an inheritance among them which 
are ſanftify'd by faith in Chriſt. 
* 
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T would be too prolix to obſerye u 
all the tautologies of Mr, C. (I may have 
been mis-led into fome by following his 
track) or upon his ſtyle and fentiments, in 
each inſtance; or upon all his incanſiſten - 
eies, Oc. in his letter; he ſpeaks of the 
name, perſon, and offices of Chriſt with an 
air of freedom; and p. 1 2. he affirms roundly 
that © it is not the character we ſpeak o 
& Chriſt by, but the things we preach 
& concerning him, that muft determine 
© whether we preach Chriſt or not: * 
Whereas Chrift is a charatter of office; 
anointed ; anointing was for an office ; anc 
his charafter, and the things concerniu 
him, are the ſame ; but things may be 
thought by the preachers to be concerning 
him, which they do not give the hearers 
eauſe to think concern him at all; the New 
Teſtament ſpeaks of Chriſt by his charatlor 
firft, and then of the things concerning bim, 
from that character, which is the rule of à 
chriſtian preacher. „ 
P. 39. he directs Mr. G. how to preach 
Chriſt, tho he would not be directed by 
him. P. 44. he avers, The apoſtles at 
« firſt were peculiarly ſent to the houſe of 
* Irael;” whereas Chriſt ſent them to 
all nations, in his commiſſion, - before the 
Acts of the apoſtles, where Mr. C. places 
his firſt ſending of them; and the firſt ſer- 

| mon 
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mon of St. Peter was preach'd to Parthi- 
ans, Medes, and Elamites, &c. men of 
every nation under heaven. £1 45+ Fon 
P. 53. he ſays, If you mean the name 
© Chriſt only, you mean nothing Can 
he think, that Mr. G. means the ſound, 
_ Chriſt, without the ſenſe, of an anointed 

Saviour ? P 68. he affirms, © There muſt 
© be nothing in revelation contrary to the 


& relations and fitneſſes of things; who is 


judge of thoſe fitneſſes, Go p for man, or 
man by himſelf? What relation was there 
in Go p's confounding wiſdom by fooliſh- 
neſs, power by weakneſs, riches by poverty, 
and the g/ory of the world by the ſcandal of 
the croſs 2 What relation and fitneſs was 
there in Ezekiel's parables, Micah's how- 
line, Paul's talk to the governor, when he 
thought him mad, and David's) frenzy, 
&c. when none ſaw any. fitneſs in them ? 
God thoughts are not as ours, nor bis 
ways as ours ; Abraham was bid to kill bis 
ſon, and the Jews to ſpoil the Egyp- 
tians: the goſpel overturn'd the firneſſes and 
relations then thought of; what one thinks 
fit, another thinks otherwiſe ; and the teſti- 
mony of Feſus is the only ſtandard to all 
the world : if there be ſufficient evidence, 
that what a man judges fi, is againſt the 
truth and will of Go p, his fitneſſes and 
relations are chimera's. 
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TE Rev*. Mr. C. thinks he preaches 
Chriſt, in unfolding a point of chriſtianity, 
whether he mentions Chriſt in it or no. 'The 
Rey*. Mr. Guiſe does not direct any preacher, 
but repreſents a common deficiency in not 
making Chriſt the original and clue, as well 
as end of preaching. A Chriſtian preacher 
ought to deduce all his topicks from Chriſt, 
and in his ſpreading of them, do that juſtice 
to his Lord and Saviour, as to preſerve all 
his own reaſons and inſtances in a plain, 
conſtant ſubordination to, and dependence 
upon, Chriſt as a Mediator; this always 
was, and will be, the moſt powerful preach- 
ing, and the moſt juſt thinking of a chri- 
ſtian ; it is the moſt comfortable, to build 
on the baſis of our Lord's ſatisfaction, of- 
fice, and divine nature; he ought to be the 
heart, veins and arteries of the diſcourſe. 

Mon virtues are not commonly ſo 
much conſider'd as gifts of G o Þ in Chriſt, 
andgraces of Gop in him, (as they are 
deſcrib'd in the New Teſtament). but ra- 
ther as things attainable by meer human rea- 
ſon and practice. So that this controverſy 
lies deeper, and may go farther than at firſt 
glance would appear; it may take in all the 
controverſies from the Pelagians to the Soci- 
> nians, aſſerting the power of human will a- 
part from ſuper-natural grace, ſuccour, and 
_ atone» 
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atsnement; and permit ms to ſay, the way 
of preaching the moral points, more than, or 
ſeparate from, ſuch points, conlider d, as chri> 
tian graves, which is the ſtyle of many current 
ſermons, flow'd firſt from talking with Ink 
dels and Sicinians, ifi their way, and then in 
the ſame manner to chriſtian congregations ; 
which is unreaſonable ; for in chriſtian eon- 
gregations, it is not F to be ſup- 
pos d, that the hearers are to be ſo reaſon d 
with, as if they did not believe the truths 
of chriſtianity ; therefore they are not to be 
commonly grounded, but built up, and edi- 
/d; among ptoſeſs d chriſtians, ſperiding 
moſt of a dikbourls uſually in laying again 
the fonndations, is not building; net edijy- 
ing, not going. on to perfection. My judg- 
ment 1s, that there has been a good delign 

in = extreme of this ſort, an intention to 
oppo 


the diſputers of the world in their own 
way; but chriſtian cohgregations are not 
made up of ſuch difputers ; they are te be 
apply d to, as if they believ d in Chriſt, and 
were to be guarded againſt objections, in a 
ſecondary manner; which might be con- 
triv'd ſo as to demonſtrate the truth as well, 
or better, only on a ſuppoſition in the prin- 
ciple of the diſcourſe, that the chriſtian 
doctrine is true, as by a pfetended more 
regular proof, that it is true, under Faw 
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head of anſwering objections, as Chriſt, and 
the apoſtles, did, or would have anſwer'd 

S ur os a catechumen be inſtructed, 
he ought to be inſtructed, not in points of 
reaſon by themſelves, but as parts of chri- 
— otherwiſe he is not inſtructed in 
the chriſtian religion. Moral virtues are 
graces of Chriſt, and ſo to be conſider d by 
a preacher : Vices are ſins againſt Chriſt, and 
ſo to be repreſented. I think, in the very 
anſwer to the firſt queſtion of the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm, that the end of man is to ſerve 
Gop and glorify him for ever, Chriſt 
ſhould have been mention'd ; for to yu 
God in Chriſt is the end of man; Chriſt 
is the beginning and end of reaſon aud reli- 

ion, the law and the prophets, the - corner 

one, in him only the building is fram'd, and 
we are nouriſh d not, with our own encreaſe, 
but with the encreaſe of & O D. 

I s therefore there has been a defect, 
Mr. Coward has done nobly to rectify 
it; and, inſtead of aſſaulting his deſign, 
all preachers, if they would be chriſtian, 
ſhould approach that thought as near as poſe 
ſible; reform their paſt management of 
preaching, and imitate the ſpirit of the 
epiſtles of St. Paul, make all divine virtue 
flow from the gift of Chriſt, and the myſte- 
ry of godlineſs. | 
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Wx obght all to correct our thoughts 
and diſcourſes by this rule; take a chriſtian 
text generally, obſerve how the doctrine 
grows from it, and apply it all the way in 
a chriſtian manner, as a law or declaration 
of Chriſt, and from him; if choſen in the 
Old Teſtament, to conſider that as his law 
by Moſes, who was the ſervant and 
of Chriſt ; and therefore Jes and Intidels, 
who will not be his ſervants, are his bond- 
ſlaves, only ſlaves, not to a tyrant, but a 
maſter better than themſelves. 

Tus manner, as branching all from 
Chriſt, is much difus'd ; which is one 
that chriſtianity has had leſs force ; for if 
mens thoughts and reaſon be more preach'd, 
than as Chriſt's will, in that very expreſs 
light, it is not preaching chriſtianity, and if 
not preach'd, how ſhall it prevail ? It is not 
ſufficient to make a deduction of moral 
ticulars, facts, or reflections, and refer them 
at large, or, at leaſt, to Chriſt; but to 
make him as Lawgiver, Saviour, Go p, 
and Judge, the cauſe and author of the pro- 
poſition, and ſo explain and enforce it more 
advantageouſly, as all from him, than from 
the nature of the thing, or human ſenti- 
ments. | 1125 
Wx are always to ſee what Chriſt and 
his apoſtles and prophets, have ſaid, or give 
foundation to reaſon, about a ſubjet: to 
_ . conſider; 
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conſider, that ſalvation comes from, and by 
him only; to obſerve what he has ſaid, an 
done, when we examine the ſtate and objections 
of unbelievers, to build upon his excellency 
and: dignity : his divinity, manhood, prieſt- 
hood; to conſider all morality as his act, 
his ſanctification, his juſtification 5 to en- 
counter and anſwer infidels and hereticks, as 
his enemies, enemies to his truth andperſon; 
to receive and propoſe doctrines, as from his 
inſtruction ; not to mention any virtues. as 
entitling men to Go p's favour, but thro 
him ; and when we urge their fitneſs and 
righteouſneſs, to ſhew that, as regarding 
him, as well as other reſpects, directly, and 
immediately. He is the beloved Son, in 
whom GOD is weil pleas d; be is the 
door, the way, the ovine, we are the 
branches; I in them, ſays he, and thou in 
me, that all may be perſect in one; all the 
promiſes of & O D in him are yea and amen, 
zo the glory of GOD: we are one in him; 
from bim the body is join d, wwe are to re- 
77 in him, and to have no confidence in 
the fleſh : wwe are to preſent every man per- 
fett in bim; we are compleat in him only, 
our life is hid with Chriſtin E OD; and we 
are to take the caution of Chriſt in St. John, 
Reo. iii. 15. I know thy works, that thou 
art neither cold nor hot ; (luke-warm, i. e. 
thy affections divided between thy own 
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reaſon, as much à8 to my releinption 4 
grace) becauſe tun, ſayeſt, T am rich, and 
encreas d with gondt, and haſt need of m. 
thing; and . kneweft not, that thou art 
wretched, - and miſerable, and poor, and 
blind, > war 7 1 2 17 to buy 7 
me 20 A in the fire; that 

be rich * white rai ment, — 
be chath'd, and anoint thine eyes 


with eye-ſabve, that thou may '| fee. 
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